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STATE OF NEW YORK  SUPREME COURT

COUNTY OF MONROE
LA’RON D. SINGLETARY, SUMMONS
Plaintiff,
-against- Index No.

CITY OF ROCHESTER and
LOVELY A. WARREN, MAYOR,

Defendants.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED AS DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve
a copy of your Verified Answer, or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a
Notice of Appearance, on the Plaintiffs’ attorneys within twenty (20) days after the service of this
Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within thirty [30] days after the service is complete
if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of New York); and in case of

your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be ta ainst you by default for the relief

demanded herein.

Date: September 1, 2021 /\r / e
Michae}d. Tallon
Attorney for [Plaintiff
45 Exchange Blvd. — Suite 500
Rochester, NY 14614
585-319-4170
mtallon(@tallonlaw.com

/
(D
Jon P Gétz
Attorney for Plaintiff

45 Exchange Blvd. —Suite 500
Rochester, NY 14614

Summons of La’Ron D. Singletary, Plaintiff v City of Rochester and
Lovely A. Warren, Mayor, Defendants
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585-319-4170
JonGetz/@jgetzlaw.com

TO:  City of Rochester
Acting Corporation Counsel
30 Church St. — Room 400A
Rochester, NY 14614

Lovely A. Warren, Mayor
30 Church St
Rochester, NY 14614

Summons of La’Ron D. Singletary, Plaintiff v City of Rochester and
Lovely A. Warren, Mayor, Defendants
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5. Defendant Lovely A. Warren is Mayor of the City of Rochester and a resident of
the State of New York, County of Monroe, and City of Rochester.

6. Plaintiff timely filed and service a Notice of Claim upon Defendants on December
3, 2020.

III. FACTS

8 Plaintiff La’Ron D. Singletary alleges that the Mayor of the City of Rochester,
Lovely A. Warren and others acting on Mayor Warren’s behalf, impugned Plaintiff’s performance
as Chief of Police of the City of Rochester by making false statements and material omissions
about his performance and his discharge of duties in the matter of the treatment of Daniel Prude in
the custody of the Rochester Police, his subsequent death, the internal investigations conducted by
the Rochester Police Department and his communication with Defendant Warren and other city
officials. These false statements and material omissions of fact have damaged Plaintiff’s
reputation for honesty, integrity, and truthfulness. This civil action against Defendants the City of
Rochester and Defendant Lovely A. Warren seeks damages sustained and continuing to be
sustained by Plaintiff La’Ron D. Singletary, including but not limited to, defamation of character,
the creation of a hostile work environment preventing his fulfilling the duties of Chief of Police
and his wrongful and retaliatory termination that all occurred beginning on or about September 3.
2020 and continuing thereafter.

8. All dates alleged in this Verified Complaint occur during calendar year 2020 unless
otherwise noted. On September 7%, Defendant Warren asked Plaintiff to withhold full and truthful
information from the City Council investigation into the matter of Daniel Prude. Defendant
Warren asked Plaintiff instead, to provide false information and to omit material information to

support Defendant Warren’s public narrative concerning her knowledge of the events in the matter

Verified Complaint of La’Ron D. Singletary against City of Rochester
and Lovely A. Warren, Mayor Page 2 of 26
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Verified Complaint of La’Ron D. Singletary against City of Rochester

of Daniel Prude. Plaintiff repeatedly refused to lie for Defendant Warren. Pressure to support
Defendant Warren’s narrative also came from other city officials.

9. The attacks on Plaintiff’s reputation by false statements about his job performance,
material omissions about his job performance and the ongoing pressure to support Defendant
Warren’s false narrative about the Prude matter created a hostile work environment that prevented
Plaintiff from performing his duties as Chief of Police.

10.  These false statements and material omissions by Defendant Warren accused
Plaintiff of having failed to faithfully discharge of the duties of the Office of Police Chief for the
City of Rochester.

11. During Plaintiff’s tenure as Chief of Police, Plaintiff faithfully discharged his oath
of office and fulfilled the fives pledges of the Rochester Police Department including his actively
preserving, protecting, respecting human life, and the dignity of all people and his commitment to
honesty and integrity and truthfulness in both his personal and professional life.

12, Plaintiff was pressured to abandon these principles by the Mayor of the City of
Rochester aided by other agents or officers of the City of Rochester. They created an enduring
hostile working environment damaging Plaintiff’s ability to discharge his duties as Chief of the
Rochester Police Department by assailing his honesty, integrity and truthfulness.

13. This hostile working environment and its continuing existence was a substantial
factor in Plaintiff deciding to announce his retirement on September 8, 2020 effective September
29, 2020.

14. Plaintiff had been asked by Defendant Warren on September 7™ to withhold truthful

information from the City Council investigation in the matter of Daniel Prude. Instead, Plaintiff

\ANV\A’\NV\/\NV\N\/\N\/\/\N\/\/\/\/\/\/\/WV
and Lovely A. Warren, Mayor Page 3 of 26
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was asked by Defendant Warren to provide false information to support the Defendant Warren’s
public narrative concerning her knowledge of the events in the matter of Daniel Prude.

15, Plaintiff’s reputation for honesty, integrity and truthfulness has been defamed by
the public statements of Defendant Warren.

16.  Defendant Warren falsely and publicly declared that Plaintiff withheld information
concerning the circumstances leading to the death of Daniel Prude, that Plaintiff failed to provide
information concerning the Medical Examiner’s report and its conclusions including the
determination that Mr. Prude’s death was a homicide.

17. Defendant Warren most broadly defames Plaintiff’s reputation by falsely claiming
that he intentionally deceived Defendant Warren, the City of Rochester, and the community of
Rochester.

18.  As an example of Defendant Warren’s defamation, during an in interview with

Channel 8 Reporter Adam Chodak, Mayor Warren on RPD’s handling of Daniel Prude death:

“Clear deception.’ done purposefully | RochesterFirst the Defendant publicly and falsely claimed

on September 16, 2020 Plaintiff participated in clear deception along the way and information that
could've been shared and should've been shared and was not shared. and I could only surmise
that it was purposefully done that way.”

19. During that same interview with Channel 8 Reporter Adam Chodak, Defendant
Warren publicly and falsely claimed on September 16, 2020 that Plaintiff intentionally withheld
information: “all of the things were done I can only surmise that it was done on purpose so that |
would not know so it’s not about what was said here it's about what wasn't said so that I could

take decisive action as the Mayor of this City.”

Verified Complaint of La’Ron D. Singletary against City of Rochester
and Lovely A. Warren, Mayor Page 4 of 26

7 of 29

Cl209me90 19960 E2021008147
RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

8 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

9 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

10 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

11 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

12 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

13 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

14 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

15 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

16 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

17 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

18 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

19 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

20 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

21 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

22 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

23 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

24 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

25 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

26 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

27 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

28 of 29



P RYSORONRO _ C/209DED0INGE0 E2021008147
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 1 RECEI VED NYSCEF: 09/01/2021

29 of 29



